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I think it would have been reader-nelpful if my edited letter 

(Vol. 1, 26) on the accidental assassination of President 

Kennedy had included the reference to the technological 

evidence that led us to conclude in our book 22 Fires (Bantam Books) 

that the life-long misogynist Lee Harvey 0swal3 was aiming his 

badly misaligned rifle at the First Lady when he struck down her husband. 

Gun experts repeatedly testified before the Warren Commission that 

they could not duplicate the alleged accuracy of Oswald's 

weapon. The rifle and its cheap telescopic sights could not be aligned 

properly on the target. The scope was mounted offcenter; it was 

a deficiency, they said, that could not be corrected. Bullets flew 

high and to the right of the aiming point. (Mrs. Kennedy was at 

JFK's . left.) The rifle had missed a "sitting duck" (General Walker) at 100 feet 

earlier in the year. The experts agreed that the high-strung, 

emotionally depleted Oswald had to be "fantastically lucky" to aim 

at the President and to hit him. There is no evidence proving that 

Oswald knew his gun didn't shoot straight. ^e was aiming at 

Mrs . Kennedy because he wanted to slay her. 

Tchaikovsky's "Hueen of Spades" -was Oswald's favorite opera. It is- 
unfortunate that the Washington Opera company will not be able 
to stage its planned production (The Mew York Times, Sept. 22, 1938). 

The audience would discern how the obsessive Oswald could become 

"seized by the fantasy" (Marina Oswald's phrase) that h£ was the 

opera's hero who slays the visiting queen — vihich Mrs'. Kennedy was in Dallas. 

rafter the assassination, .irs. Oswald mysteriously declared that her 

husband "must have staked everything on one card." 

^r. Humphry Osmond, who coined the word "psychedelic" in a letter 
to A. Huxley (who, coincidentally, also died on 11/22/63), has 
written a 19-page essay supporting "the Jackie theory" -- "at last 
•m 2 know Os’wald's motivation" — and it appears in his Look 
"Predicting the Past" (Macmillan). 
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Celebrate the bicentennials of the three branches of the U.S. government 
with this brilliant three-volume set written by authors of distinction! 

INTO THE THIRD CENTURY 




The Presidency The Congress The Supreme Court 

'k ir it ★★★ ★★★ 

by Richard B. Bernstein and Jerome Agel 

Since their creation two hundred yean> ago by men who could never imagine jet planes and integration and nuclear bombs and 
instant worldwide communication, the Presidency, the Congress, and the Supreme Court have clashed bitterly with one another 
as often as they have cooperated. 

Thc Founding Fathers designed our govcmmcni to work that way. They relied on separation of powers and a system of checks 
and balances to restrain government from becoming a tyranny. They wanted to make sure iterSIl pans of the government work 
for ‘We the People.** 

Against this historical background, forty Presidents and one hundred Congresses and one hundred and four Justices of the 
Supreme Court have tackled national problems and protected individual rights. They have made worand peace. They have freed 
the slaves. They have cared for our health, education, and welfare — and .sometimes they haven't. 

In three comprehensive volumes, the authors use narrative, anecdote, and illustration to describe how the three branches have 
taken root and blossomed, in turmoil and in unity, and how the give-and-take of their leading personalities create and shape our 
politics and our laws — how we live. 



Richard B. Bernstein is the author of Art Wt to Bt a .Nation? The Making of the Constitution, a nominee for the 1988 Pulitzer 
Prize in U. S. History, He is a constitutional and legal historian, and is serving as historical consultant to the New York City 
Commission on the Bicentennial of the Constitution. 

Jerome Agel has written and produced over forty books, including collaborations with Carl Sagan. Marshall McLuhan. Isaac 
Asimov, and Stanley Kubrick. His books on U.S. history include 100 Americans Who Made History: America at Random: The 
Little Red, White, and Blue Book: and The U.S. Constitution for Everyone. 
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